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Purpose and scope
The humanities have structured knowledge and understanding of societies throughout time, grasping complexity, time and causality to make sense of processes. Indeed, the divide between the Humanities and other knowledge clusters (e.g. natural sciences or technologies) is a recent feature. One of the first initiatives undertaken by UNESCO after its creation was the establishment of the International Council for the Philosophy and Humanistic Studies, in January 1949. Yet the humanities have lost ground in recent decades, while global acceleration has led societies to focus on short-term issues rather than on foresight and mid- to long-term concerns. 
Giving the humanities a central role in contemporary society raises questions of epistemology, institutions, the scope of humanities concerns in the daily life of societies and the relations between the humanities and arts and education. This is the basis on which the World Humanities Conference will be organised in August 2017 by CIPSH, UNESCO and the Liège partners of the Conference Foundation. 
The Conference is an opportunity for humanities scholars, artists, scientists and policy makers to step forward. The global context is difficult, as is the preparation of a World Conference. This is precisely why it is so needed, and why we are calling on you. 
Humanities themes give unique insight into global concerns, offering them specific timeframes and understandings of causal connections. While six main topics have been proposed as key interfaces between humanities research and societal concerns, the World Humanities Conference invites submissions from all humanities disciplines and encourages them to address those themes and related issues on the basis of humanistic methodologies and epistemologies. Papers, sessions and symposia are welcome which address these broad issues from the perspective of history, creative literature, visual arts, performative media, anthropology, comparative cultural studies, archaeology, philosophy or any other field of the humanities. 
The World Humanities Conference builds on broad consultation. The humanities will reclaim their place in academic and public debate only with the engagement of scholars across the world. And while there are countless relevant research and applied projects and networks in the domains of the humanities, there is little coordination between or shared awareness about them.
If you share the feeling that the time is right to change methods, approaches and concerns, to refocus and integrate the humanities in their diversity, then bring your research, doubts and proposals to the World Humanities Conference, and start bringing the humanities back in from the periphery.

Structure and deadlines
The World Conference will accept proposals for sessions, session papers, symposia and posters.
Proposals of sessions, papers and symposia are now closed. But proposals of posters are welcome and should be submitted using the attached form. 

You may also complete one or more of the attached proposal form and send to cmh-wch@ulg.ac.be and cipsh@unesco.org 





List of Sections in the Conference
SECTION I. HUMANITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

SECTION II. CULTURAL IDENTITIES, CULTURAL DIVERSITIES AND INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS: A GLOBAL MULTICULTURAL HUMANITY

SECTION III. BORDERS AND MIGRATIONS








SECTION IV. HERITAGE

SECTION V. HISTORY, MEMORY AND POLITICS

[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION VI. THE HUMANITIES IN A CHANGING WORLD. WHAT CHANGES THE WORLD AND IN THE WORLD? WHAT CHANGES THE HUMANITIES AND IN THE HUMANITIES?
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