Trading Places: the Movement of Material Culture in the Medieval Mediterranean
Researchers have long recognised that commodities which moved between communities provide physical testimony to trade and exchange. Previously, archaeologists have largely used the evidence provided by those commodities to illustrate economic activities described in historical sources. In a contrast to these past approaches, an increasing number of researchers are now recognising the greater potential of traded artefacts to highlighting activity rarely described in detail in historical sources, thus enriching our understanding of past economies. Whereas medieval chroniclers often discussed extraordinary or exotic aspects of their economies, archaeology offers the potential to study artefacts identified as imports that were more commonly used by past consumers on a regular, day to day basis. Although it must be remembered that archaeology is often biased in favour of inorganic commodities, the study of material culture recovered during excavation thus provides a significant opportunity to pursue a more rounded interpretation of the economy of the medieval Mediterranean than that provided by historical studies alone. 

This session seeks papers detailing recent archaeological research in the medieval Mediterranean, or surrounding areas, that develops our, historically based, understanding of trade and exchange through the study of material culture. 

