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Historical seismology in Europe and the
making of the European Archive of Historical Earthquake Data

Since more than twenty years, historical seismology is now a well established branch of seismology
making use of historical and seismological methods and provide a wealth of data which are unique for
many events of a time window of about 1000 years, in Europe at least. Some examples and case
histories from the European area will illustrate the current state-of-the-art of historical seismological
investigation. Then, the in progress initiatives for the establishment of a distributed archive of
Historical Earthquake Data in Europe, carried out in the frame of the EU NERIES project and the ad-
hoc ESC WG, will be presented.
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