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International Conference 
FORCED MIGRATIONS BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM IN THE EARLY MODERN 

AGE: PLACES, SOCIETIES AND IDENTITIES  
September 21-23, 2023 | Lisbon 

 

The history of relations between the Iberian Peninsula, North Africa and the Levant is long and not free of 
contradictions:  a singular history, made up of conflict, but also of common interests and strongly 
interconnected social and economic dynamics. A history raised on the exercise of otherness, exchange and 
unambiguous interculturality. 
 
The maritime hostility that has occurred in the Mediterranean and the Mediterranean-Atlantic axis since the 
beginning of the early modern age has caused the captivity of thousands of individuals from the machetes in 
confrontation, in a long process that lasted until the beginning of the 19th century. It is estimated that during 
this period, about one million and two hundred thousand people were captive, either because of military 
conflicts or seized by privateers and pirates at sea or in coastal maritime and island areas.  
 
The coexistence in the same territory of populations of different origin, the result of these forced migrations 
alongside those who moved freely, forced the rulers of the kingdoms and cities that received these migratory 
waves to determine the degree of integration and inclusion in the social and productive fabric of newcomers 
and to define the policies to be adopted.  
 
Relations between the kings of Europe and North Africa, more peaceful or more contentious, have shaped a 
set of common diplomatic practices and norms. The peace and trade treaties stipulated bear witness to the 
long history of shared economic trade and trade, political and military negotiations between the two 
seacoasts. Exchanges that progressively weaved a network of contacts, mediators and references for credits, 
exchanges, and circulation of information. The coexistence of members of different religious beliefs and 
nationalities called into question the legal models, cultural and social standards of each group, which, obliged 
to share the same urban space, had to, whether they wanted it or not, reach agreements to ensure 
coexistence.  
 
The rescue economy, a fundamental theme of the Mediterranean and Atlantic border, in a world changing 

and moving, insecure and dangerous, in which the captive waits for the return to the land of origin on the 

other side of that border or, to survive or by choice, chooses to change on the political or religious side (the 

renegades). The study of concrete cases of rescue missions (religious and not) and the analysis of credit 

networks and agents involved in the trade in captives allow us to overcome the concepts of infidel and enemy 

and reveal the transversal nature of the interests at stake in the rescue negotiations. The real conflict was not 

between Christians, Muslims, and Jews, but between captives and captive merchants of any origin, in a conflict 

of interest, totally transversal to political and confessional borders. 

This congress is organized within the framework of the exploratory project MOVING CITY (EXPL/HAR-
HIS/1521/2021), which aims to know the human personnel who were part of the Battle of Ksar El-Kebir (1578). 
The project focuses, in addition to the military history of the event itself, on the study of the rescues of the 
captives caused by the battle and, more generally, the captives of the war of the Mediterranean and Atlantic 
Corsican. 
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To encourage interdisciplinarity and plurality of dialogue, the call for communication proposals for researchers 
from different thematic areas is open. The papers may be presented in Portuguese, Spanish, English, or French, 
framed in thematic lines such as the following: 
 
- Migration, free or forced, and coexistence in the same territory;  
- Integration of the migrant population into host societies and policies adopted by local authorities;   
- Mobility and military practices  
- Relations between agents (merchants, consuls and religious) of different nationalities;  
- Networks of contacts and circulation of information;  
- Languages, lingua franca and forms of contact;  
- Diplomacy, passports, and safe conduct;  
- Coexistence of members of different religious confessions;  
- Adaptation of different jurisdictions and cultural and social standards in the sharing of urban space;  
- Rescue economy and the Mediterranean-Atlantic economic and social practice;  
- Study of concrete cases of routes and rescue missions.  
 
 
Congress website:  https://conferencemovingcity.mozellosite.com/organizacao-1/ 
Email: projectmovingcity@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Deadlines and information:  
 
Proposals must be submitted with a title, abstract (about 500 words) and a brief biography (maximum 150 
words) by March 31, 2023.  
 
The Conference will be organized in presence and on-line. 
 
A selection of the communications presented at the Congress will be published in a collective book, edited 
with peer review in blind-review regime.  
 
 
 
Important dates  
 
2023  
Submission of proposals     until March 31 
Communication of acceptance of proposals   3th week of April  
Submission of the final abstract for publication   until May 31  
Program release      3th week of July  
Delivery of texts written     until 30 November  
 
2024  
Date scheduled for publication     2nd semester  
 
 

mailto:projectmovingcity@gmail.com
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ORGANIZATION  
 
MOVING CITY Project - Cities made for war: a European army in late Sixteenth-Century Morocco  
(EXPL/HAR-HIS/1521/2021) 
 
CHAM | NOVA FCSH 
 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC COORDINATION  
 
Edite Alberto, CHAM | NOVA FCSH 

 

 
 
 
CIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 
Ahmed Bouchard, Université Hassan II, Casablanca 

Dejanirah Couto, École Pratique des Hautes Études Section des Sciences historiques et   

 philologiques, Paris 

João Paulo Oliveira e Costa, History Department and  CHAM | NOVA FCSH, Lisboa 

Maria Augusta Lima Cruz, CHAM | NOVA FCSH, Lisboa 

Michele Bosco, Universitat de València, Valencia 

Miguel Angel de Bunes Ibarra, Instituto de Historia, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones    

  Cientìficas, Madrid 

Paulo Catarino Lopes, IEM | NOVA FCSH, Lisboa 

Rui Loureiro, ISMAT e CHAM | NOVA FCSH, Lisboa 

 

 

ORGANIZING COMITTEE 
 
Diogo Reis Pereira, CHAM | NOVA FCSH 

Luís Costa e Sousa, CHAM | NOVA FCSH (coordenação) 

Mafalda Malheiro, CHAM | NOVA FCSH 

Mostafa Zekri, ISMAT e CHAM | NOVA FCSH 

Tiago Machado de Castro, CHAM | NOVA FCSH 


